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with their several ambitions, the intimidation, and if
necessary the extermination of small states, the creation
at home of a stubborn and merciless temper. France
must be fought until she was beaten or England was
exhausted. As long as one Power, and that the great
maritime Power, kept up the struggle, France was still
mortal. In 1796, and again in 1801, he thought England
was too much exhausted to continue the struggle. The
various discrepancies in Pitt's own account of his policy,
and the contradictory things he did are thus all reconciled
in one supreme purpose; they all belong to the tenacity
with which he clung to a project he held to be indispensable
to the national safety. He failed, because France was more
resolute than he thought, and because he could only bring
into the field against her national enthusiasm the forces
of a worn-out system, and the arms of sovereigns incapable
of combining in any cause but that of plunder.
To Fox this spirit of a war against the Revolutionary
principles, the spirit Burke inflamed by his ceaseless impreca-
tions on democracy, and Pitt encouraged in his declarations
in Parliament, was the mortal enemy of his own country.
The claim to control the internal arrangements of France
he regarded as unjust, fatal to all sound policy, and in par-
ticular most menacing to English interests. If that claim
were once acknowledged in the case of France, what was
there to prevent its application to the case of England?
If England once sanctioned the principle on which the
continental sovereigns made war on France, she would
ally herself definitely with a concerted effort to suppress
reform, and no one of Fox's temperament or sympathies
could consider such a contingency as anything but a cata-
strophe for his country. This was the dominant issue in
Fox's mind in the war that began in 1792, and ended in 1800,
for amidst all the miscellaneous motives that crowded into
the popular enthusiasm for war, such as the hopes of spoil
and the desire to retaliate on the aggressions of 1780, the
passion for a righteous crusade had a distinctness and a